34

crimes nevertheless. In the second place, if good
frequently comes out of evil, the converse fact, evil
coming out of good, is equally common. Every event
public or private, which, regretted on its occurrence,
was declared providential at a later period on account
of some unforeseen good consequence, might be
matched by some otifer event, deemed fortunate at
the time, but which proved calamitous or fatal to
those whom it appeared to benefit. Such conflicts
between the beginning and the end, or between the
event and the expectation, are not only as frequent,
but as often held up to notice, in the painful cases as
in the agreeable ; but there is not the same inclination
to generalize on them; or at all events they are not
regarded by the moderns (though they were by the
ancients) as similarly an indication of the divine
purposes : men satisfy themselves with moralizing on
the imperfect nature of our foresight, the uncertainty
of events, and the vanity of human expectations.
The simple fact is, human interests are so compli-
cated, and the effects of any incident whatever so
multitudinous, that if it touches mankind at all, its
influence on them is, in the great majority of cases,
both good and bad. If the greater number of personal
misfortunes have their good side, hardly any good
fortune eyer befel any one which did not give either
to the same or to some other person, something to
regret: and unhappily there are many misfortunes so